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introduction 



A tagmemic analysis of Nabak phonology (see Fabian, Fabian and 
Peck 1971:158-9, hereafter F&P) yields the segmental consonantal 
phonemes of Table l. 2 



Table 1: Nabak Consonantal Phonemes 
Phonemes : ptkbdgkwgwwylszmno 

Allophones: h h h w w 

Syllabi? p t n k' 5 b d g k g wy I ts dz * n o 
initially 

Syllable finally p t k 
before voiceless 
stops or pause 

Intervocalieally p h t h k h b d g k w g w w y i s dz m n o 

Syllable initially b d g g w z 
or finally adjacent 
to nasals 

Allophonic variation: The labialized velar stops k and g 

freely fluctuate with their labiovelar counterparts kp and gb; 

z fluctuates freely with dz, and these follow, but do not 

precede nasals; I fluctuates with f, and v with w; y fluctuates 

with g intervocalieally between identical vowels. The vowel 

phonemes are i [i, i],e [e, e, ae], a [a, a], o [oj, o [o] and 

u [u]. 



In the consonantal coda of Nabak syllables there is no contrast 
between the voiceless stops, p, t, k, the voiced stops b, d, g and 
the phonemes w and I. 3 This neutralization results in morphemes 
ending in voiceless stops, when followed by pause, having other 
variants depending upon the phonological environment: [zik at] 'eye' 
(t-*d) [zik h adn] 'my eye', and (t->l) [ z i k h a lit] 'our (du) eyes'. 
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The word f. inaV unliiletstd kti.wa$ assigned to the phoneme t; the 
voiced £d] occurring before the voiced syllabic nasal [n] to the d 
phoneme, and the [I ^occurring intervbcalically to the J phoneme. 
This resulted in thnae oJionemic sha&es for the word 'e** 1 , viz., zikat, 
zikad and zikal . 

NOTES 

3. In the course of this paper I will posit that w, i , and y 
represent a class of spirants parallel to the stop series. 

4. Nabak distinctive features are as follows: 

ptkbdgmnowlysz ieaou 

Vocalic - + + + + + 

Voiced + + + + + + + + + -+ + + + + + 

Nasal + + + 

Sonorant ++++++-. +++++ 

Strident - + + 

Anterior + + - + + - + + - + + - + + 

Coronal -+.-+--+--+-++ 

High --+--+-_+--+-- + + 

Low __.----------- .- + .- 

Round + _- + -- + -- + + + 

The feature [round], which is normally restricted in its applica- 
tion to vowels, is regarded as a cover feature which includes 
[labial], normally restricted to consonants. 
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